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Found in DMC outfall
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Palmaria palmata Grateloupia turuturu



Maine Marine patrol takin’ 
care of business





Green crab working summit Portland ME June 6‐7,  2018



…and now for the 
scary part









Notes: 
Vessel	Incidental	Discharge	Act	(VIDA),	SB140	
 Just passed – removes state oversight of vessel discharges under the Clean Water Act
 State laws more stringent than current VGP will be retained until the new national standards for all vessel types are in 

place
 States now do have the authority to engage in the process of creating the new federal standards
 Also “states can petition federal agencies for higher national standards” – substitute for their own individual authority
 States retain the ability to enforce federal standards and requirements
 Coast Guard promulgates EPA standards into vessel technology requirements and is lead agency on monitoring 

inspection and enforcement of t hose standards
 Non-grandfathered states may develop and implement vessel inspection programs
 National standards will take a minimum of a year to develop, and likely longer, so there’s an opportunity for states to 

develop an inspection program and/or develop a fee structure for violations
 Included in VIDA – Coastal Aquatic Invasive Species Mitigation Grant Program and Mitigation Fund 

o Appropriations = to fines under funder Sec. 312(p) of the CWA during previous fiscal year
o Additional authorization - $5 million in each fiscal year
o Purpose of this fund and grant program

 Implement including permissible State ballast water inspection programs
 Kevin is looking for contacts from each state to work with him to develop vessel and BWM systems 

inspection programs – must be in place prior to promulgation of national standards
 NEANS Panel – regional coordination role: Inspection Programs

 Assist interested states in developing inspection programs
 Organize inspection program training for state/regional agency personnel

 NEANS Panel – regional coordination role: National Standards
 Establish work group to provide regional input for national standards

 Coordinate with Ballast Water Work Group regarding national standards

o NOTE: these new national rules will apply to vessels 80 feet in length and over, and most of Maine’s vessels are 79 
feet and under, so under this newly passed version of VIDA, states will retain authority to regulate vessel 
discharges from those “small” vessels – 79 feet and under

Time for VIDA?


