Frequently Asked Questions

Below are other questions and the sources of information for them.  

1. Can someone come and talk to our group about ways to reduce energy / reduce heating costs, etc.?

· University of Maine Cooperative Extension will be training speakers to come out to do one hour presentations for community groups on ways to save energy including how to do your own heating assessment of your home or apartment.  Speakers will be available after November 1st to schedule talks with your group.  Please take down the following information: Name, address, phone and email of the person calling to request a speaker, name of the group, estimated number of people who usually attend these meetings, a couple of dates that they would like a speaker, time, place of desired meeting. The training session will be in October and we can share this information with those being trained to get back to the person about the talk. 

2. Our group is having an energy forum, trade show, fair, etc. and would like someone from UMaine Extension to set up and staff a display.

· The folks that are trained in October will also have available on a shared basis a statewide UMaine Extension Energy display that can be used in these instances.  Again take down the above information and someone in the group that is trained in October will get back to them.
3. Where can I find someone to do an audit for my house?  

· Maine Housing Authority at http://www.mainehousing.org/programs-services/energy/energy-auditor-weatherization-support or phone (800) 452-4668

4.
Where can I find someone to do a free energy audit?  

· The above address and phone has a program for low-income folks to get audits for free. 

5.
Can I do an audit myself?  

· We are using these sites at the moment.  We will have others available later.  http://www.fcs.uga.edu/ext/pubs/hace/HACE-E-48.pdf  and http://hes.lbl.gov/
6.
How do I insulate my house?

· Go to the Extension Energy Site: http://extension.umaine.edu/energy/ 
· http://energy.gov/energysaver/articles/air-sealing-your-home 

· UMaine Extension Publications http://extensionpubs.umext.maine.edu/ePOS/form=item.html&item=7210&store=413 

7. What fuel is the cheapest to burn? http://extension.umaine.edu/publications/7216e/ 
· The answer to this question depends on a number of things including the type of heating system used, the efficiency of the system and the heat value of the fuel used.  We have put together a chart that compares a number of fuel sources in cost in dollars per million BTUs.  

· Here is the explanation sheet for the chart above.

· Here is the excel spread sheet if folks want to put in their own values. 

· Here are the pros and cons of different types of heating systems.

8.
Heating with wood information? 

· Extension has had a number of home wood heating publications for a number of years. 

· Heating With Wood and Coal, 2003 Revision  Wood- or coal-burning stoves require that you have a much greater awareness of fuel characteristics and combustion techniques to use the fuel efficiently and safely. This 72-page book reflects technology and code changes affecting the installation of stoves that have occurred since 1985. Designed to be used as a guide when selecting, installing and operating a solid-fuel stove for home heating. Covers evaluation of solid fuels, fireplaces, stoves, furnaces and boilers, installation, chimneys, and cutting/splitting firewood. 2003. Item #7049, From NRAES $12.00
· Firewood and Insects  Pest Management Fact Sheet. 2-page fact sheet describes insects that "hitchhike" on firewood and how to prevent problems. 1995. Item #5019. From UMaine Extension $0.50
· Heating with Wood the "Lazy" Way: Plan Ahead  It's not too late to become a lazy tightwad about firewood. This 4-page bulletin explains how to save time and money, and how to split wood the easy way! 2004. Item #7116. From UMaine Extension CAN WE UPDATE THIS?
· Wood and Pellet Heating: http://www.eere.energy.gov/consumer/your_home/space_heating_cooling/index.cfm/mytopic=12570 U.S. Department of Energy

· http://www2.epa.gov/compliance/list-epa-certified-wood-stoves  U. S. Department of Environmental Protection 
· Maine Statutes for Wood Measurement http://maine.gov/agriculture/qar/wtsmeas-regs.html 

· Consumer Heating Rights http://www.maine.gov/tools/whatsnew/index.php?topic=AGOffice_Consumer_Law_Guide&v=article&id=27939
9. Information on solar?

· http://extension.umaine.edu/energy/  Click on Alternative Energy.

· Solar can be used either to heat water or air or to produce electricity.  Here are some specific factsheets solar topics 
· http://www.uaf.edu/ces/energy/ 
· Department of Energy Web site on home hot water heating with solar energy.

http://www.eere.energy.gov/consumer/your_home/water_heating/index.cfm/mytopic=12850  by the US Dept of Energy 
10. Can I get any grants for putting in a solar system? 

· Direct them to the Efficiency Maine http://www.efficiencymaine.com/
11.Information on tax rebates for energy related improvements?

· Direct them to Efficiency Maine website: http://www.efficiencymaine.com  

12.Information on Wind (mini wind mill for the home)
· Go to Extension’s Energy site and click on alternative energy http://umaine.edu/ext-energy/alternative-energy-information/   

· Wind Energy Basics. 

· Maine Wind Map http://www.eere.energy.gov/windandhydro/windpoweringamerica/maps_template.asp?stateab=me by US Department of Energy Shows the areas of the state of Maine that have more wind power potential. 

13. Information on Geothermal Energy (transferring heat stored in the earth)

· Go to the Extension Energy site and click on home heating alternatives 

· Geothermal Technologies Program: Geothermal Heat Pumps  http://www1.eere.energy.gov/geothermal/heatpumps.html by the US Department of Energy 

14.Information on Hydroelectric Energy 
· Go to Extension’s Energy site and click on alternative energy

