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Thank you for your interest in involving Master Gardener Volunteers in a project in your community.  Please fill out the attached form and return it to me by December 1, 2017.  I will review it with the Hancock County Master Gardener Advisory Committee to determine whether we can help you.

The focus of new Hancock and Washington County Master Gardener projects in 2018 will be on teaching people to grow their own food, growing food for the hungry, teaching people how to landscape sustainably with native plant communities, and teaching people about (and eradicating) invasive plant species.

Master Gardener Volunteers are local citizens who have completed a four-month course in basic horticulture and volunteerism by the University of Maine Cooperative Extension.  They actively perform gardening related public service in our communities.  They conduct outreach so that people can improve their lives and our community may grow.  
Examples of suitable projects for Master Gardener Volunteers include
· Educational Projects: With the support of the University of Maine Cooperative Extension, Master Gardener Volunteers providing accurate, objective horticultural information to the public by
· coordinating and teaching gardening workshops
· developing public demonstration gardens
· conducting children’s gardening programs
· creating educational materials or displays.  
· Community Outreach Projects: Master Gardener Volunteers help meet other community needs by
· growing food in community gardens or gleaning farm fields specifically for food pantries, homeless shelters and community meal sites in Hancock County
· conducting inventories of and eradicating invasive plant species from local natural areas
· designing and installing demonstration plantings using low impact techniques and native plant communities.
Master Gardener Volunteers are representatives of the University of Maine Cooperative Extension.  In this role, they DO NOT

· make pesticide recommendations or apply pesticides,
· promote any one business or product over another,
· discriminate on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin or citizenship status, age, disability, or veteran status in their outreach efforts
· replace hired gardeners whose jobs would be to maintain gardens.   
Although we cannot guarantee that volunteers will be available for every project, I look forward to receiving your request!
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DUE December 1, 2017
Application for Master Gardener Volunteer Support to a Community Project in 2018
Contact Person_____________________________________________________
Date_______________________

Organization________________________________________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone_______________________ Fax_______________________ e-mail:______________________________________

1. Project location:



2. What specifically do you hope to accomplish with this project in 2018?  

(examples: create  a 200 square foot garden for our clients to grow vegetables, design and install a demonstration planting of native shrubs and perennials, etc…)

3. How do you feel this project will make a difference or address a need in the community?

4. Why do you want Master Gardener Volunteers involved in this project?  What specifically do you need the Master Gardener Volunteers to do?
5. What kind of support is your organization prepared to provide to this project in 2018?  
(examples: funding; labor, garden site; garden tools and supplies; project publicity; administrative tasks, etc.)
6. Please estimate the time commitment you would want from Master Gardener Volunteer(s) in 2018 for this project to succeed.  (Do you envision needing regular assistance every week through the growing season, once a month, just in the spring, or other? When would you like the project to start?)
7. Do you envision needing Master Gardener Volunteer assistance beyond 2018?   If yes, do you have an estimated completion date for the project?   
8. Are there any special requirements or restrictions on this project that we should know about?
9. Are there any special skills required of the Master Gardener Volunteers to successfully complete this project?

Please return form by December 1, 2017 to:


Marjorie Peronto, Hancock County Extension Office, 

63 Boggy Brook Road, Ellsworth, ME  04605
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