Wild Blueberries

Maine’s W i l d B l u e b e r r y Business:
Innovation, Growth, Impact
• Maine’s Wild Blueberries have been commercially harvested
since the 1840s.
• Wild Blueberry processing innovations began with canning
in the 1860s, developing the Individually Quick Frozen
(IQF) berries in the 1960s and now include computer
color-sorting technology.
• In the late 1990s Maine’s Wild Blueberry growers and
processors recognized that demand would increase by
communicating the health research message to consumers
for  “Nature’s Antioxidant SuperFruit.”
• Thanks to comprehensive crop production research and
development based at the University of Maine, Maine’s
Wild Blueberry growers are leaders in the development
and adaptation of knowledge-based cropping systems.
• Maine has quadrupled its annual crop yield from 20-million
pounds in the 1980s to between 70-million and 100-million
pounds today, making Maine the largest producer of
Wild Blueberries in the world.
• In 2007, direct and indirect economic impact of the
Wild Blueberry business in Maine totaled $250 million.
• Public policy support for farmers and food processors in
Maine is a key to reaching future economic potential of up to
$500 million in annual economic impact over the next decade.
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Maine’s
Business:
Innovation, Growth , Impact

Economic and
Fiscal Impact
on the State
of Maine

Maine is the largest producer of Wild Blueberries in the world.
The economic impact of this agricultural business is vital to our
state, as shown by a recent report based on 2007 crop figures.
In summary, every year the Wild Blueberry business makes
a significant contribution to Maine’s economic well-being:

An Economic Engine
for the Future

Over the last 30 years, investments in
research and development, centered
at the University of Maine, have
fueled growth and innovation within
the Wild Blueberry industry and
transformed it into a modern, state-ofthe-art food producer.

The economic impact of the Wild
Blueberry industry benefits Maine
as a whole and in particular some of
the most economically challenged
areas of our state including Downeast
Maine where farming and food
processing provide jobs and business
diversification. As demand continues to
grow, this impact has the potential to
nearly double over the next decade.

• Integrated Crop Management (ICM)
Today’s growers use a sophisticated
knowledge-based cropping system.
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How do you compete
in today’s
health-driven marketplace
? Choose
the ingredient that
says healthy:
Wild Blueberries.
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• Advanced Technology
Processors use laser color sorters
and other high-tech equipment
to meet worldwide demand
for premium-quality frozen
Wild Blueberries.
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brain and heart health
to
combating cancer
and Alzheimer’s
disease —Wild Blueberries
have
the star quality today’s
food
product developers
are looking for.
Plus, the irresistible,
sweet and
tangy taste everybody
loves.
NT

EAT WILD

Recent USDA studies
show
that Wild Blueberries
rank
#1 in antioxidant
capacity
per serving, compared
with more than 20
other fruits.1
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• Nearly $9 million in state and local tax revenues
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• Over $250 million in total economic impact

• Approximately $63 million in personal income
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• $173 million in direct sales impact

• Approximately 2,540 Maine jobs – many in
Maine’s most economically challenged areas
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Annual Economic Impact of the
Wild Blueberry Business in Maine

Innovation and
Investment
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According to USDA
studies, Wild
Blueberries have
the highest antioxidant
capacity per serving,
compared with
more than 20 other
fruits. No wonder
consumers and scientists
alike are

buzzing about Wild
Blueberries!
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Get A Healthy
Start With Nature

’s #1
Wake up to Wild
Blueberries—now
part of a quick, healthy
delicious breakfast.
and
Easy-to-use Frozen
Wild Blueberries
highest antioxidant
deliver the
capacity per serving
compared with more
20 other fruits, including
than
cultivated blueberries.*
1
Just
/2 cup satisfies one
of your recommend
ed
5 A Day servings
of colorful fruits
and vegetables.
So remember,
start every day
with the
Wild Ones—not
just blueberries,
Wild Blueberries
. Look for them
year-round in your
supermarket freezer.
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Average Wild Blueberry crop size
has almost quadrupled since 1980, thanks to
long-term investment in research and development
and reinvestment by Maine’s growers and processors.
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• $16 Million in Capital Investment
Annual industry investments such
as land improvements and new
equipment add to Maine’s direct     
sales economic impact.
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• Potential for a $400-$500 million annual impact
over the next decade
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• Marketing and Promotion
Funded by growers and processors,
marketing and PR efforts have
elevated consumer awareness of the
health benefits of Wild Blueberries,
driving ever-greater demand for this
“antioxidant superfruit.” See
www.wildblueberries.com.
• Sales Growth
Sales of Wild Blueberries and Wild
Blueberry products have increased
consistently over the last decade
and are projected to continue
increasing well into the future.
• $400- to $500-Million Potential
With continued improvements in field
productivity and processing facilities,
and continued local, state and federal
support, the annual economic impact
is expected to increase twofold over
the next decade.

Heritage of Innovation
Wild Blueberries have been part of Maine’s agricultural heritage for centuries.
Prized by Maine’s native inhabitants for their nutritious and healing properties,
Wild Blueberries were first harvested commercially in the 1840s. Today, Wild
Blueberries are in high demand worldwide, considered an anti-aging superfood and
a premium fruit ingredient. With further innovation, investment and policy support,
this business will maintain its commitment to Maine’s outdoor heritage and increase
its contribution to Maine
people and the economy.

