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Food Safety Updates

Lindsay Werner
Program Manager and Inspector

Cooperative Agreement Program with FDA
Implement the Produce Safety Rule

207-592-2687
lindsay.werner@maine.gov

MAINE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION & FORESTRY 
Quality Assurance & Regulations

Program Update #1

Library of Resources is updated

MAINE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION & FORESTRY www.maine.gov/agriculture
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Program Update #1
Resources by Topic

MAINE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION & FORESTRY www.maine.gov/agriculture

Program Update #1
Search “Maine FSMA” and click the Library of Resources link

Laptop:
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Program Update #1
Search “Maine FSMA” and click the Library of Resources link

Mobile device:
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Program Update #1

Mobile Device:

Listserv:
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Program Update #2
Maine Farms Inventory

– We are starting to re-verify farms that were verified more than 5 years ago.
– We updated our online Microsoft Forms survey.
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Program Update #3

Qualified Exempt Farms

1.           Sales = over $30,000 (average 2020, 2021, 2022)

2. Total Food Sales          +           = under $610,000

3. % of Total Food Sales           +            
to              or retail/restaurant w/in 275 miles 
= over 50%
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Program Update #3
Qualified Exempt Farms

– Required to maintain a record to prove exemption 
status.

– 2023 Spring Newsletter sent, included a Qualified 
Exempt record template.

– 2026 likely to start scheduling visits to review the 
Qualified Exempt record. 

– Farms that can’t prove exemption are inspected.
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Program Update #4

Fully Covered Farms

1. Sales           = over $30,000 (average 2020, 2021, 2022)

2. % of Total Food Sales           +            
to              or retail/restaurant w/in 275 miles 
= under 50% OR Total Food Sales = over 
$610,000
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Program Update #4
Fully Covered Farms

Harvest and Post-Harvest Water
– Water used for handwashing and equipment washing.
– Must be tested to show 0 E.coli. *RECORD*
– Test 4X first year to build a profile and then once annually if no issues.
– Annual inspection of the water system(s). *RECORD*
– Enforced 2024 Large farms, 2025 Small farms, 2026 Very Small farms
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Program Update #4
Fully Covered Farms

Pre-Harvest Water *Not Finalized
– Water used for irrigation, pesticide application, etc.
– Inspection of water system(s).
– Assessment of water source(s).
– FDA Resources: Fact Sheet, Assessment Considerations, Online/Paper-

Based Assessment Tool.
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Resources
On Farm Readiness Review (OFRR)

– Not the same as Rob’s Jumpstart Program
– Any farm that sells produce can participate
– Non-regulatory farm visit
– Reduces risk ranking for inspected farms and delays inspection
– Provided: manual that interprets the regulation
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Resources
Produce Safety Alliance Grower Training

– UMaine Extension teaches it 
– We can do an in-person one Down East if we can get enough people
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Resources
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Thank you

Maine DACF FSMA webpage:
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/qar/fsma/index.shtml
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