THE UNIVERSITY OF MAI
DMAINE  f A\T{E )

Cooperatlve Extension C ONTEST

ENTRY FORM

Producer's Contact Information

Participant name: E-mail:

Farm or operation name:

Address: City/Town:

County: ZIP: Phone:

Please e-mail it to jaime.garzon@maine.edu or mail it to 5735 Hitcher Hall, Room 136, Orono,
ME 04469. Thanks.



Awards: H Y )™
1%¢ place: $500.
2"d place: $250. CONTEST 4

34 place: $100.

Winners will also receive a commemorative plaque and recognition at the Maine Forage
Conference and local media.

Rules:

1. The Maine Hay Contest is open to any producer whose operation is located in Maine.

2. Hay samples and entry forms must be postmarked by September 30, One sample per
operation is allowed.

3. Ahay sample is defined as grasses and legumes or forbs cut and dried to be used as animal
food. Samples with less than 70% grass or moisture greater than 20% will be disqualified.

4. The hay producer is required to submit a completed contest entry form to the University of
Maine Cooperative Extension Forage Specialist Jaime Garzon, to be considered as a contest
participant. The form requires the producer to provide contact information and should be e-
mailed to jaime.garzon@maine.edu or mailed at 5735 Hitcher Hall, Room 136, Orono, ME
04469, for later visit scheduling to the farm. An e-form entry is also available at
https://extension.umaine.edu/livestock/hay/contest/

5. The hay sample is collected by a county extension agent using a hay probe type

recommended by the National Forage Testing Association, at the previously arranged day and

time. The sample consists of six samples from three different bales (rounded or squared; two
samples per bale). It is recommended that the participant have the bales identified before the
arrival of the extension agent.

Sample packaging and shipping will be done by the hay contest program.

Forage samples must be taken from hay coming from fields with minimal maturity or re-

growth of at least 25 days to ensure fair competition. Hay from fields with less than 25 days

of growth will not be considered.

8. Entries will be analyzed in an external lab and judged using NIR testing procedures. The
entries will be ranked based on Relative Forage Quality (RFQ), which accounts for protein,
energy, and fiber digestibility. If necessary, ties in RFQ scores will be broken based on total
digestible nutrients (TDN), fibers, and crude protein values.

9. Winners will be notified by e-mail or phone call on October 15,

10. By 2024, the hay contest program will cover the shipping and lab analysis of 15 entries,
assigned as “first come, first served.” After that, new entries will still be allowed to
participate, but the participants must cover the shipping and lab analysis costs.

11. A representative of each winning farms (farm owner, manager, family member, or designee)
must be present at the award ceremony, to receive the award and prize, or they will be
disqualified. The awards ceremony will take place at the Maine Forage Conference, to be
held in Waterville in early November.
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