
 

DDEETTEERRMMIINNIINNGG  GGRRAASSSSLLAANNDD  CCOONNDDIITTIIOONN  //  TTRREENNDD  
Owner/Operator: Date: 

 
Field Office: Technician: 

 
Field #:      

     
     

Pasture Type:
Acres:

Month and Year: M__Y__ M__Y__ M__Y__ M__Y__ M__Y__ 
CATEGORY PARAMETER VALUE VALUE VALUE VALUE VALUE VALUE 

1) Plant Population 
The estimated % by 
weight is mostly 

Desirable 
Intermediate 
Undesirable 

3 4 

1 2 
   0 

     

2) Plant Diversity 
The diversity of plant 
species is; 

Broad > 5 
Medium 4-5 
Narrow < 4 

3 4 

1 2 
   0 

     

3) Plant Density 
Desirables and 
intermediates are; 

Dense > 85% 
Medium 75-
85% 
Sparse < 75% 

3 4 

1 2 
   0 

     

4) Plant Vigor 
Desirables and 
intermediates are; 

Strong 
Medium  
Weak 

3 4 

1 2 
   0 

     

5) Legumes in Stand 
Percent of legumes by 
weight make up; 

>40% 
20-29%30-39% 

<10%   10-19% 

3 4 

1 2 
   0 

     

6) Severity of use 
The degree and 
frequency is; 

Light 
Moderate 
Heavy 

2 0 

2 4 
   0 

     

7) Uniformity of Use 
The uniformity of 
grazing use is; 

Uniform 
Intermediate 
Spotty 

3 4 

1 2 
   0 

     

8) Soil Erosion 
Sheet, rill, gully and 
stream bank is; 

Slight 
Moderate 
Severe 

3 4 

1 2 
   0 

     

9) Woody Canopy 
The canopy over 6 ft 
makes up; 

<11% 
21-30%11-20% 

>40%   31-40% 

3 4 

1 2 
   0 

     

10) Plant Residue 
Dead and decaying 
plant material is; 

Excessive 
Appropriate 
Deficient 

2 0 

2 4 
   0 

     

TOTALS        

PASTURE CONDITION / TREND      

0-10 = VERY POOR 11-20 = POOR 21 – 30 = GOOD 31 – 40 = VERY GOOD 
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	Whole Farm Planning
	1. Assessment of Resources
	Condition of Pastures and Fields.  Once you have drawn the farm map, research the present condition of the farm by getting information and making notes about each pasture or field.  You can use some of the monitoring tools explained later in this lesson.
	
	
	
	Cost information




	2. Writing a Plan with Goals
	3. Monitoring
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Visual Forage Indicators
	Environmental Indicators







	Clipping Method.  To estimate pasture productivity more accurately, use the clipping method explained in Appendix E.
	4. Evaluate and Change
	Resources and Reading
	Plant Population
	Plant Diversity
	Plant Density
	Plant Vigor
	Legumes in Stand
	Severity of use
	Uniformity of Use
	Soil Erosion
	Woody Canopy
	Plant Residue

	TOTALS

	PASTURE CONDITION / TREND
	Pasture Species
	
	Good


	For example,

