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Putting knowledge to work with the people of Maine

Bugs, Bugs and More Bugs

Purpose of activity: The purpose of this activity is to have fun observing and identifying bugs. In
this activity participants will learn about entomology, the study of insects.

Materials
e Trees inyour yard e An adjustable stand
e Clothesline rope with clothespins e A notebook and pencil
e White bed sheet e Bug identification book or access to
e A battery-operated light source an online bug identification site such
(construction light, a camp light, or a as www.insectidentification.org
flashlight) e QOptional: digital camera

Instructions

1.

In your yard, find two trees that are spaced about the width of your sheet apart. If you
do not have trees in your yard, you can use wooden stakes.

String your clothesline between the two trees and use the clothespins to hang the sheet
up on the line.

Place your battery-operated light behind the sheet, with the light angled directly at the
white sheet. You may need an adjustable stand for the light to sit on. The stand will also
serve as a service area for bugs to land on.

Be patient and wait for the bugs to gather around your light or on your sheet.

As bugs arrive at your observation site, record the characteristics of bugs that you see or
photograph them.

Use your bug identification book or handout to identify the bugs have gathered on the
sheet and table.

Adapted for educational purposes from Science Friday Go Mothing Activity



